
May 6, 2026 

 

Rock Koshkonong Lake District 
Mr. Mike Shumaker, Board Chair 
PO Box 63 
Edgerton, WI 53534 
Delivered electronically via email:  
 

Subject: Water Level Order IP-SC-2019-54-01639 for Lake Koshkonong and the Indianford 
Dam. Field Investigation of Impacts from Increased Water Levels 

 

Dear Mr. Schumacher, 

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with an update on the status of the water level 
order for the Indianford Dam.  

As you may know, baseline wetland data was gathered in 2016 and 2017 before any change 
went into effect with the water level order (mid-June 2017). Follow-up wetland surveys were 
conducted by Department staff in 2019, 2022, and 2024. No wetland studies were done in 
2021 due to the Covid-19 pandemic. High water and lack of landowner permission were 
factors that complicated completion of wetland assessments in all designated sample 
areas. 

Please note that prior to the field work for the wetland studies being performed, the 
Department defined “severe adverse impacts”. As you know, the term “severe adverse 
impacts” can be found in findings of fact #17 of IP-SC-2019-54-01639, The definition of 
severe adverse impacts to wetlands as defined for this study is shown in the table below. 
For the Department to claim that a change was “severe”, a sample area had to experience 
two of the criteria set forth in the table. Outreach was done in April 2019 to let stakeholders 
know what the department’s definition/threshold would be set as. The department 
assessed Floristic Quality, relative cover of non-native species, non-Ash tree percent cover, 
and native species richness. 



 

Per the pre-established definition, the Department does not have data that demonstrates 
that there have been severe adverse impacts to wetlands. This means that, per order IP-
SC-2019-54-01639, the water level may be raised to 776.75 feet, MSL starting on June 15th 
annually without any amendment to the existing order.  

Department staff will be following up with you shortly to discuss the status of your request, 
dated 1/20/2025, to change the existing water level. The Department also intends to 
provide additional outreach to interested constituents with more details on the wetland 
study work. Please note that, at this time, the Department does not anticipate performing 
any additional wetland surveys in 2026. We look forward to continuing our collaborative 
work with RKLD and continuing to strengthen our working relationship.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Please let me know if you have any other questions. 

 

 

Travis Schroeder 

Waterway Field Supervisor 


