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INDIANFORD DAM PROGRESS

Last year at this time the status
of the Indianford Dam was all
but certain. Little or no support
was found on the Rock County
Board of Supervisors to make
the ordered DNR repairs to the
dam without help from those
upstream. Lake and river resi-
dence were faced with the real
possibility that Rock County
could decided to remove the
dam. The result, lake and river
would disappear as they know
it. With the help of many lake

- and river property owners, Jef-

ferson County has been con-
vinced to forward with the fi-
nancial help Rock County was
looking for. in Novernber of
2001 the Jefferson County
Board voted to fund $75,000
towards the repair costs along
with $10,000 each year for ten
years to go for future mainte-
nance of the facility.

On June 11, 2001 the Rock
Koshkonong Lake District pro-
posed to Rock County (the sole
owner of the Indianford Dam)
to join together with them to
form a Dam Commission which
would take over the day to day
operations of the facility once
the required DNR repairs are
completed. (Under Wisconsin
state statute 66.30, govern-
ment agencies are allowed to
Jjoin together for any common
purpose in order to eliminate
the duplication of services, as
long as each agency is permit-
ted to perform the function on
its own.) The lake disrticts pro-
posal, the Lake District would

agree to be part owner of the
dam. The Indianford Dam Com-
mission would consistofa 7
member board, 3 seats ap-
pointed by Rock County, 3 seats
appointed by the Lake District
and one commissioner ap-
pointed by the township with the
largest valuation within the lake
and river area. This Dam Com-
mission would have complete
control of the Dam and how it is
operated. Rock County esti-
mates that it takes about
$40,000 each year to operate
and maintain the dam. The pro-
posed agreement provides for
the Lake District contribute the
sum of $30,000 per year for 10
years and Rock County to con-
tribute $20,000 per year for ten
years. Once the Jefferson County
fund are added to the mix, the
total income to the commission
each year from all of the parties
would be $60,000. This would
leave $20,000 per year to be
set aside in a trust fund for fu-
ture repair and maintenance
costs.

At this time no agreement has
been reached between the Lake
District and Rock County but ne-
gotiations are underway and an
update on the agreement will be
available, either in the way of a
special insert in this newsletter
or if no agreement is ready at
the time of mailing, a full report
on this issue will be presented
at the 3 Annual Meeting of the
Lake District on July 28, 2001 in
Fort Atkinson.
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Rock-Koshkonong Lake District

Notice and Agenda for the
2001 Annual Meeting

Fort Atkinson High School
925 Lexington Ave.
Fort Atkinson, WI.

To ALL ELECTORS AND PROPERTY OWNER OF THE DISTRICT

Please take notice that the 2001 Annual Meeting of the electors and property
owners of the Rock-Koshkonong Lake District will be held pursuant to Section 33.30 of the
Wisconsin Statues at the Fort Atkinson High School 310 SE 4™ street Fort Atkinson WI. At
9:00 a.m. on Saturday, July 28, 2001 to consider the following matters.

Agenda
1. Call to order
2. Minutes of the 2000 Annual Meeting
Treasurer’s report '
Report of the Audit Committee

Chairman’s report on the District’s Activities since the 2000 meeting

o & M

Consideration of the Proposal of Rock County to Transfer Ownership
of the Indianford Dam to the District

N

Presentation of the Annual Budget for approval
8. Project 206 report on Feasibility Study

9. Election of Commissioners to Serve for a Three-Year Term expiring
in 2004

10. Any other appropriate business
11.Adjourn
By

Jim Folk Chairman
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July 2001

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District, has initiated a
Feasibility Study for Lake Koshkonong, Jefferson, Rock, and Dane
Counties, Wisconsin, under the authority of Section 206 of the Water
Resources Development Act of 1996. This authority allows the Corps to
carry out projects to restore and protect aquatic ecosystems with a non-
Federal cost share sponsor. The study began on May 17, 2001, and will
conclude within 18 months upon completion of an Ecosystem Restoration
Report. The Rock-Koshkonong Lake District (RKLD) is the cost-share
sponsor for this project. The restoration efforts will focus on protecting
the large remaining wetland areas in Cresent Bay, White Crow Bay, Pike
Bay, Stinkers Bay, Gilberts Bay, Haights Bay, and Lautz Bay, and on re-
establishing the bulkhead line at Krumps Creek.

On Friday, July 20, 2001, the Corps of Engineers and the RKLD
will host an open house. All interested persons are invited to
attend at any time between 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. The open
house will be held at the Best Western Courtyard Inn, 1225 Janesville
Avenue (Business Hwy 26 South), Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin. At the open
house, study team members from economics, environmental, and civil
and hydraulic engineering disciplines and the RKLD will be available to
discuss on a omne-to-one basis with each open house attendee his/her
concerns about the proposed aquatic ecosystem restoration project for
Lake Koshkonong. Suggestions for ecosystem restoration opportunities
are welcome.

This invitation has been sent to all RKLD members, Federal and State
agencies, city representatives, and others interested in the proposed
project at Lake Koshkonong. However, if you are aware of someone who

may not have seen this notice, please encourage him/her to participate
in the open house.

If you have questions about the open house, please call Ms. Karen

Hagerty, Corps of Engineers Team Leader/Biologist, at 309/794-5286 or
Jim Folk, RKLD Board Chairman, at 608/884-4753.




June 29, 2001

At the 2001 Annual Meeting you be will asked to consider a proposal by Rock
County to transfer ownership of the Indianford Dam to the Lake District. The county’s
proposal follows nearly a year of negotiations between the District, Rock County and
Jefferson County. The District had proposed the establishment of an Indianford Dam
Management Commission. After considerable discussion and negotiation, the Rock
County board has rejected any continuing ownership of the dam, recognizing that any
plan to abandon the dam would result in legal challenges.

At a June 29 meeting, the Board met in closed session to discuss the fate of the
dam and voted to reject any option other than transfer of the dam to the Lake District,
after the required dam repairs are completed. Under the County’s proposal, the District
would accept ownership and responsibility for the dam after the repairs have been
completed to the satisfaction of the DNR and the Board of Commissioners. In addition,
the County would provide the District with the sum of $600,000 for future dam-related
costs. The County would also assign to the District the $100,000 for future dam repairs
approved by Jefferson County. (These funds will be paid in 10 annual instaliments of
$10,000.)

The District believes that this plan is in the best, long-term interest of the District.
The dam will be fully repaired before the District accepts ownership. The District will
hold a substantial endowment fund for future dam expenses. Without any additional
____ funding from the District, the Dam Repair Fund would hold more than $1.1 million at the
end of 10 years when the Jefferson County payments are scheduled to end. Although the -
District would incur ongoing expenses for dam management, we would have control of

the dam’s future.



