Rock Koshkonong Lake District
Meeting Minutes
Rock Koshkonong Lake District Board of Commissioners

Date:

November 13, 2014

Location:

Tallgrass Restoration – 3129 E County Road N, Milton, WI

Present:

Brian Christianson, Ray Lunder, Steve Proud, Joan Huedepohl, Jim Bowers, Andy Walton

Absent:

Mary Mawhinney

Guest:

Matt Winden, Assistant Professor, UW-Whitewater, Tim Keller, Tony Prisk

1. Call to Order - The meeting was called to order by Chairman Christianson at 6:03 P.M.
2. Meeting Notice and Agenda – The Chair confirmed that the meeting notice and agenda had
been legally posted in the weekly newspapers, the Sanitary District and the web site. Andy
Walton asked that the meeting agenda be modified to include discussion of the dam
inspection. Hearing no objection, the dam inspection was added to the meeting agenda.

3. Approval of June 12th and August 16th Meeting Minutes – The Chair explained that the
August 16th meeting minutes were the minutes after the annual meeting strictly for the
election of officers. Minutes for both meetings were distributed to attendees. The Chair also
noted that the Annual Meeting minutes were posted on the RKLD web site; however, they are
not official until the electors at the Annual Meeting approve them. The Chair also asked the
Secretary to email the meeting minutes to the Audit Committee as financial information is
included in the minutes. A motion was made by Ray Lunder and seconded by Steve Proud to
accept the June 12th and August 16th meeting minutes. The motion carried by a voice vote.

4. Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Lunder provided his report. A copy of the report is below. It
was noted by Treasurer Lunder that he is working with the bank to have the monthly service
charge of $15 to be credited back to the Operations Savings Account. Commissioner Bowers
asked if there was any other way to invest our money. This was last checked 2 years back
and at that time we could only invest in guaranteed financial instruments. The concern of
Commissioner Bowers is that costs continue to rise more than the interest we are receiving.
After more discussion it was determined that it may make sense to review the state statutes.
The Chair asked the Treasurer to close out the books for the year after payment of current
invoices. Commissioner Bowers noted that we will be receiving an invoice for approximately

$3,000 for electrical work at the dam. The Chair also noted that the RKLD had received the
final $10,000 from the DNR for the experimental dredge project.

5. Old Business –
•

Economic Impact Study – Matt Winden, Assistant Professor at UW-Whitewater
updated the Board on the Economic Impact Study. A couple of weeks previous, Dr.
Kashian of UW-Whitewater along with our lobbyist Hamilton Group, spent time

reviewing the report to determine how we could bolster the report prior to
submission to the DNR. When the report is submitted it will be jointly to the DNR
and the Governor’s staff. Matt went on to explain that this is primary research and
the numbers derived from the study are specific to Lake Koshkonong. Data
collected is specific to our lake and then compared to other lakes in the region.
Matt further detailed that there is a correlation between visitation and water quality.
Higher visitation then correlates to higher economic activity in the region. Matt
also noted that there is a relationship between water depth and water quality. So
this supports that visitation will naturally decline if you have low water depth or
water quality. The last part of the study has to do with the economic impact
associated with businesses around the lake and campground owners. This data is
scheduled to be completed by November 22nd. The entire report is to be completed
sometime in December. The desire of the Lake District is to submit this report in
December. The Board thanked Matt for his update.
•

Dam Inspection – Commissioner’s Walton and Bowers met at the dam with Rob
Montgomery and one of the issues that came up was all the electrical connections
at the dame that have not been inspected since being underwater in the flood of
2008. Additionally, none of the three exterior lights at the power house is
operational. The District has received a bid to update and fix the electrical at the
dam that would cost approximately $3,000. Andy and Jim talked about the ability
to clean the trash gates. A Request for Proposal to de-water the dam will be in the
Edgerton Reporter. Discussions were made on the idea of removing one of the
wicket gates and install a slide gate. Another thought being reviewed is whether to
take out one of the turbine pits and install a slide gate in one of the sides as this
potentially would this be more cost effective and also decrease the issues with the
trash gates. The Chair will have more to report on this matte at the next meeting.

6. New Business –

•

Placement of Buoys – This was a follow up to discussion at the Annual Meeting. The
Chair asked Tim Keller and Tony Prisk to introduce themselves. Tim reported that at a
Sumner Township meeting earlier in the year the placement of channel buoys on the
Rock River was discussed. Previously, these had been put out by the RRKA and stored
locally. Tony had offered to put out the buoys but the buoys are old and need
replacement. Commissioner Bowers reported that he had gone to Walsh Marine to
obtain pricing on buoys. Each buoy would cost approximately $700. Tim offered to
put the buoys in if the District would purchase them. Commissioner Bowers noted that
the railroad bridge down river has no lighting and also that dam buoys are not lite. The
Chair then discussed that the lake has 3 counties and 5 townships within the Lake
District. Of the 5 townships only 2 have an application/ordinance (Town of Fulton,
Town of Koshkonong) with the DNR to install buoys. Chairman Christianson went on
to say that after discussion with legal counsel, that it would be easier if the townships
would all put in the application to place buoys. Further discussion centered on the
liability potentially associated with the installation/removal of buoys. In summary, the
Lake District could make an application to the DNR as a political sub-division of the
state for a permit to place all the buoys. More discussion concerning liability
continued and whether or not the Lake District would apply for the permit and should

the Lake District potentially expose itself to the liability. The Chair is going to circulate
counsel’s comments on this matter and it will be discussed at the next meeting.
•

DOT Bridge Medallions – The Lake District is going to donate for bridge medallions on
the I-90 corridor from the state line to the belt line. You are not allowed to put any
signage on the federal highway system other than approved medallions. There will be
three medallions on each side of the Highway 59 Bridge.

7. Public Participation – Tim Keller raised the idea of installing a horseshoe island at the mouth
of the river in Jefferson County. This is a potential as a next step with the ACOE along with
other projects that may have potential grant money available if we partner we a county on
such a project. The Chair also shared a letter received from the Rock River Safety Patrol for
our financial contribution.
8. Meeting Adjournment – A motion was made by Steve Proud and seconded by Andy Walton
that was carried by a voice vote. The meeting adjourned at 7:39 P.M.

