
Who Can Vote in RKLD Elections?

BUDGET SUMMARY, PROPOSED TOTAL BUDGET ROCK-KOSHKONONG LAKE DISTRICT

2011 BUDGET

All district resident electors who are U.S. citizens, 18 years of 
age or older.
This includes resident property owners, renters, children 18 years and older 
whose residence is in the District, but not campers to the extent their 
permanent residence is not within the District. Ownership of more than one 
parcel does not entitle a property owner to more than one vote. 
One eligible voter = one vote.
Non-resident property owners.
This includes a person whose name appears on the tax roll, as well as a person 
who owns title to property even though the person’s name doesn’t appear on 
the tax roll. However, it is up to the would-be voter to produce evidence to the 
District that they are an owner of property or designated representative of an 
organizational property owner (i.e. trust, foundation, corporation or other 
organization), such as a letter on organization letterhead that clearly 
authorizes that person to vote on behalf of the organization.

Announcing the Friend of Lake Koshkonong (FOLK) Award
The Property Tax Payers of the Rock-Koshkonong Lake District Honors a Founding Father, Jim Folk, for his leadership, public service and passion 
in protecting the future of Lake Koshkonong and forever recognizes him as Chairman Emeritus.                                                                                                                 
RKLD Board of Commissioners, July 24, 2004

The inscription above was presented to Jim when he retired from the board 6 years ago today.  Everyone knew that day that Jim would never travel far 
from the shoreline of Lake Koshkonong – he would always be nearby to answer questions, refute criticisms and forever cheerlead e�orts that improved 
the lake for future generations.

It is once again appropriate to honor his memory by launching a special award in his name – the FOLK Award.

The Friend of Lake Koshkonong Award will only be presented at our annual meeting, and only to those recipients who share Jim’s passion, vision, and 
dedication to the recreation and safety of future families who enjoy the beauty of our lake and river.

Jim Folk – Still Chairman Emeritus
(May 24, 1941 - April 24, 2010)

Jim read everything - nothing was too legal, nothing was too technical.  He conceded nothing to the lawyers or the PhDs 
working on our behalf, and he conceded even less to those who opposed his passion to improve Koshkonong for the next 
generation.  Everything and anything having to do with Lake Koshkonong - Jim had it all �led away under the crew cut.

Jim’s intelligence and his street smarts made for a powerful combination that we deeply admired.  He never shot from the hip; 
he always knew the science and the history better than everyone else in the room.

Jim passed away earlier this spring – he would have measured it as just short of a month past ice-out.  

His memory and legacy will live on through his children, his grandchildren, and his founding of the RKLD and all we have and 
will accomplish.

First Ever FOLK AWARD Recipients

At the 2009 Annual Meeting, the Board reported that our e�orts to secure special funding 
from the state to pursue dredging and potential island creation with the spoils were success-
ful.  RKLD received $100,000 from the state budget and we have two lawmakers to thank for 
their e�orts on our behalf.

Rep. Andy Jorgensen (Fort Atkinson) teamed with Speaker Mike Sheridan (Janesville) to walk 
our request through the complicated and lengthy budget process, �nally culminating with 
Governor Doyle’s signature.

To be sure, our success would not have been possible without Jorgensen and Sheridan.  And 
never before has Lake Koshkonong received this level of attention from state lawmakers.

Read more at RKLD.org

Board Proposes $50 per parcel Special Charge
The RKLD Board of Commissioners is recommending an increase in the special charge 
for the �rst time in 4 years.  If approved, the new special charge would appear on your 
2011 property tax bill.

The extra revenue will serve two purposes; 1) To cover potential shortfalls in PE costs 
associated with the $100,000 grant received by the state legislature, the subsequent 
matching grant from the US Army Corp of Engineers and the in-kind services provided 
by WDNR, and 2) Continue with an on-going savings program for the segregated Lake 
Improvement Fund.

RKLD now has 2 segregated accounts as approved by the electors from previous annual 
meetings; the segregated Dam Account that is funded by Rock and Je�erson counties 
that safeguards the future existence of the Dam and powerhouse, and the Lake 
Improvement Fund that is funded by budget balances from the previous �scal year and 
is intended to pursue future dredging and island creation.

 Rep. Andy Jorgensen          Speaker Mike Sheridan

1999  $ 25.00
2000  $ 25.00
2001  $ 25.00
2002  $ 35.00
2003  $ 25.00
2004  $ 45.00
2005  $ 50.00
2006  $100.00
2007  $ 45.00
2008  $ 41.00
2009  $ 35.00

ASSESSMENT -
PER PARCEL

BUDGET
2009 2010 2011 $ %

CATEGORY ACTUAL BUDGET PROPOSED CHANGE CHANGE

REVENUES

a)  Taxes
b)  Special Assessments

Special Charges * 164,000$   140,000$      200,000$   60,000$        42.86%
c)  Intergovernmental Revenues

Planning Grant -             -               -             -                -                 
d)  Licenses and permits -             -               -             -                -                 
e)  Fines/Forfeitures/Penalties -             -               -             -                -                 
f )  Public Charges for Services -             -               -             -                -                 
g)  Intergovernmental charges -             -               -             -                -                 
h)  Miscellaneous Revenue -             -               -             -                -                 
i)   Other Financing Sources -             -               -             -                -                 

TOTAL REVENUES 164,000$   140,000$      200,000$   60,000$        42.86%

*  A special charge shall be imposed in the amount of $50 (�e approved special charge for 2010 was $35)    on each separately billed, non-exempt parcel within the District, 
   shall be imposed on parcels within the District which are zoned and used for agricultural purposes 

   ** Per approved resolution establishing a second non-lapsible segregated
 and reported on the following year.

EXPENDITURES

I.     CAPITAL COSTS -             -               -             -                0.00%

II.    COST OF OPERATIONS

  a)  General Government
Office Supplies -$           5,000$          5,000$       -$              0.00%
Rent/Utilities -             2,000           2,000         -                0.00%
Wages -             -               -             -                
Insurance -             5,000           5,000         -                0.00%
Printing -             2,300           2,300         -                0.00%
Professional Fees

Accounting -             600              600            -                0.00%
Consulting -             5,000           15,000       10,000          200.00%
Legal -             10,000          10,000       -                0.00%

Legal & Accounting -             -               -             -                
Public Information -             7,000           7,000         -                0.00%
Indianford Maintenance  -             30,000          30,000       -                0.00%
Engineering -             37,000          87,000       50,000           
Water Level Proceedings -             35,000          35,000       -                0.00%
Shoreline Restoration -             -               
Other -             700              700            -                0.00%
Dues/Fees -             400              400            -                0.00%

           Total General Government -$           140,000$      200,000$   60,000$        42.86%

  b)  Public Safety -             -               -             - 0.00%
  c)  Public Works -             -               -             -                0.00%
  d)  Health & Human Services -             -               -             -                0.00%
  e)  Culture, Recreation, Education -             -               -             -                0.00%
  f )  Conservation and Development -             -               -             -                0.00%
  g)  Debt Servicing -             -               -             -                0.00%
  h)  Other Financing Uses -             -               -             -                0.00%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES -$           140,000$      200,000$   60,000$        42.86%

All Governmental Fund  Fund  
and Proprietary Balance Fund Balance
Funds Combined 1/1/2009 Transfer Revenues Expenditures 12/31/2009

Lake Improvement Fund (Nonlapsible) -$           -$              25,882$     -$              25,882$          
Indianford Dam Fund ( Nonlapsible) 377,130     -                109,238     -                    439,566          
     Total 377,130$   -$             135,120$   -$              465,448$        

except that a single special charge and held in common ownership.
fund (2008), cash balances at the �rst of the calander year are deposited in that account



Moving In New Directions
By Brian Christianson

It may be a new judicial record, as of July 2010, the state Appellate Court 
has yet to act on our petition challenging the DNR water level orders.  
RKLD �led our appeal briefs in October, 2008 – 21 months ago.  Legal 
counsel tells me that there is no statute that forces the WI Appellate Courts 
to issue their opinions on strict timetables, as they do for the circuit court 
system.

Having said that, RKLD has not been standing still.  Last October, 2009, we 
hosted a boat tour of the lake and as luck would have it, it was a wet and 
stormy ride.  I say “luck” because we were fortunate that both Speaker 
Sheridan and Rep. Jorgensen were on the boat and witnessed for them-
selves how strong winds push-up white caps and slam them into the 
shoreline.  A special thanks to Pat Hagan of Fins for driving his rescue 
pontoon to take half the passenger load from my pontoon.  It was that bad. 
We were joined by a TV crew from Madison, reporters from the local daily 
and weekly newspapers and even a Fort Atkinson radio host, who braved 
the wind and rain to send live remotes back via his cell phone.

RKLD is also in the midst of hosting 3 public workshops.  Together with the 
US Army Corp of Engineers and WDNR, this is an opportunity to voice your 
concerns, questions and desires for the future of Lake Koshkonong.  Our 
�rst workshop was May 13th at the Fort Atkinson HS library.  Nearly 200 
residents attended.

Lastly, a new website has been launched.  RKLD included a forum on the 
homepage to capture feedback from the public workshops.  Simply regis-
ter and login, and then let us know what you see for the lake and river in 
10, 20 even 100 years from now.

Read more at RKLD.org

July, 2010

Rep.  Andy Jorgensen                                      Brian Christianson and Speaker Mike Sheridan

2010

Term expires August, 2012

Term expires August, 2010

Term expires August, 2010

Term expires August, 2011

Term expires August, 2011

9:00 am
Saturday, July 24, 2010

1.    Call to order
       Confirmation of Meeting Notice Legally  
       Published/Posted
2.    Approve 2010 Agenda
       Approve Minutes of the 2009 Annual Meeting
3.    Annual Audit Report of 2009
       (Audit Committee)
4.    Chairman’s Report 
       (Brian Christianson, RKLD)
5.    Water Level Proceedings Report 
       (Bill O’Connor, Wheeler Van Sickle & 
       Anderson S.C.)
6.    Operational Report
       (Rob Montgomery, Montgomery Associates: 
       Resource Solutions, LLC)
       (Steve Hjort, Eco-Resource Consulting, LLC)
7.    Special Guests 

for the 2010 Annual Meeting
~ AGENDA ~

8.    Presentation of the Proposed 2011 Annual 
       Budget
9.    Consideration and Vote on the Proposed 
       2011 Annual Budget
10.  Election of (2) Commissioners to serve   
       term expiring in 2013
       a.  Nominees: 
          Ray Lunder
          Ed Sandner
 b. Nominations may also be made 
                    from the floor
 c. Brief statements from nominees
 d. Balloting
11. Adjourn
• The Board shall meet immediately 
following the annual meeting to elect a 
chairperson, secretary and treasurer. 

Candidates for RKLD Board of Commissioners
Please vote for 2 candidates. Nominations will also be accepted from the floor

RAY LUNDER*         ED SANDNER*
*See www.RKLD.org for bio information
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