
RKLD Submits Request for State Funds in 
2009/10 State Budget

By Brian Christianson

The idea was launched at the 2006 annual meeting; an elector made a motion to add $10,000 to the budget for purposes 

of dredging.  The thought had been, if the WDNR will not allow us to raise the summer lake level, then we should explore 

options to lower the lake bottom.

Although the motion failed, the idea of dredging caught on.  

This past March, I traveled with RKLD legal counsel Bill O’Connor and hydrology expert Rob Montgomery to Rock Island, IL 

to explore options with the Army Corp of Engineers regional HQ.  What we learned led us to the Wisconsin Legislature.

The Army Corp’s federal grant program, Planning Assistance to the States (PAS), provides financial assistance to conduct 

preliminary engineering required to determine the viability of dredging and island formation.  However, the PAS grant 

must be matched by the host, and in our case, would have required $100,000 from Lake District coffers.

Thankfully, 2 area state lawmakers were willing to listen to our request for matching funds – Rep. Andy Jorgensen from 

Fort Atkinson, and Speaker Mike Sheridan from Janesville.

We have been meeting with Andy and Mike and their staffs to demonstrate the value of Lake Koshkonong both in terms of 

improving the ecosystem and the value we bring to the local and state tax base.

Our request for $100,000 would allow the RKLD to match the Army Corp. $100,000 PAS grant, and begin the final stage 

required prior to the start of dredging and island creation.

At the time of this newsletter, the Joint Committee on Finance, with Jorgensen and Sheridan’s support and leadership, 

approved their recommendations for this appropriation.  

The next hurdle will be the state senate and a conference committee between the two legislative houses.  If our request 

makes it that far, it will be in the hands of the governor, who can veto, partial veto, or approve the $100,000 expenditure.

Stay Tuned.  RKLD would not have made it this far without Andy and Mike.

July, 2009

Rep.  Andy Jorgensen and family                                                     Speaker Mike Sheridan

2009

Term expires August, 2009

Term expires August, 2010

Term expires August, 2010

Term expires August, 2011

Term expires August, 2011

9:00 am
Saturday, August 1, 2009

1.    Call to order
       Confirmation of Meeting Notice    
       Legally Published/Posted
2.    Approve 2009 Agenda
       Approve minutes of the 2008 Annual   
       Meeting
3.    Annual Audit Report of 2008
       (Audit Committee)
4.    Chairman’s Report
       (Brian Christianson, RKLD)
5.    Water Level Proceedings Report
       a. Bill O’Connor, Wheeler Van Sickle
       & Anderson S.C.
6.    Operational Report
       (Rob Montgomery, Montgomery 
       Associates; Resource Solutions, LLC)
       (Steve Hjort, Eco-Resource Consulting, 
       LLC)
7.    Special Guests

8.    Presentation of the Proposed 2010
       Annual Budget
9.    Consideration and Vote on the
       Proposed 2010 Annual Budget
10.  Election of (1) Commissioner to
       Serve Term expiring in 2012
       a. Nominees:
               Brian Christianson
       b. Nominations may also be made
               from the floor
       c. Brief statements from nominees
       d. Balloting
11.  Adjourn
          The Board shall meet immediately
            following the annual meeting to 
            elect a chairperson, secretary and 
            treasurer.

for the 2009 Annual Meeting
~ AGENDA ~
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Time for an Update…
Segregated Dam Fund

1. Dam was transferred to the Lake District on 12/14/2004.
2. At the time of transfer, Rock County said they would holdback $20,651.80 for telemetry stations.
3. On 6/6/2006 at our monthly meeting, we voted to use the segregated dam fund for the total of the repairs for the trash racks.  
                  United Alloy materials = $20,350.00, JP Cullen for installation = $28,888.00.  Total transfer of funds to general fund = $49,238.00.
4. 4/7/2008, transferred $49,238 from checking to Dam Fund savings account.  This is payment in full back to the segregated dam fund for 
                  the repairs we paid out of the operations budget, per Chairman Brian Christianson.

Payments made to the Lake District

Rock County  12/13/2004  $79,348.20  Annual payment
Jefferson County  12/13/2004  $30,263.09  Money and interest from Jefferson County
Rock County  1/6/2005   $50,000.00  Annual payment
Rock County  1/6/2005   $370.70   Interest
Jefferson County  7/22/2005  $10,000   Annual Payment
Rock County  1/6/2006   $50,000.00  Annual Payment
Rock County  1/6/2006   $839.08   Interest
Transfer to 
checking   6/9/2006   -$49,238.00  Trash Rack Repair.  
         Transferred funds to checking to pay bills
Jefferson County  6/12/2006  $10,000   Annual Payment
Rock County  1/5/2007   $50,000.00  Annual Payment
Rock County  1/5/2007   $1,127.28  Interest
Jefferson County  6/21/2007  $10,000.00  Annual Payment
Rock County  1/4/2008   $50,000.00  Annual Payment
Rock County  1/4/2008   $962.80   Interest
Transfer from checking 4/7/2008   $49,238.00  Paid back the dam fund for the Trash Rack Repair
Jefferson County  6/12/2008  $10,000.00  Annual Payment
Rock County  1/9/2009   $50,485.28  Annual payment, $485.28 interest
Jefferson County  6/11/2009  $10,000.00  Annual Payment

Money still owed to the Lake District
1. As of 01/09/2009, the Lake District has been paid $350,000 of the $600,000 owed, and is due $250,000 additional funds from 
 Rock County in the sum of $50,000 per year.   
2. As of 06/12/2008, the Lake District has been paid $80,000 of the $100,000 owed, and is due $20,000 additional funds from 

Who Can Vote in RKLD Elections? HISTORY OF THE RKLD SPECIAL
ASSESSMENT — PER PARCEL

(proposed)

BUDGET SUMMARY, PROPOSED TOTAL BUDGET ROCK-KOSHKONONG LAKE DISTRICT
2010 BUDGET

2008 2009 2010 $ %
EGNAHCEGNAHCDESOPORPTEGDUBLAUTCAYROGETAC

REVENUES
a)  Taxes
b)  Special Assessments

%36.41-)000,42( $ 000,041 $000,461 $ 00080,1 $ *segrahC laicepS
c)  Intergovernmental Revenues

   -   ----tnarG gninnalP
   -   ----stimrep dna sesneciL  )d

 -   ----seitlaneP/serutiefroF/seniF  )e
f )    -   ----secivreS rof segrahC cilbuP

   -   ---- segrahc latnemnrevogretnI  )g
   - - --euneveR suoenallecsiM  )h
   -   ----secruoS gnicnaniF rehtO   )i

%36.41-)000,42($000,041 $000,461 $000,081    $   SEUNEVER LATOT
* A special charge shall be imposed in the amount of $35.00 (The approved special charge for 2009 was $41) on each separately billed, non-exempt parcel within the
District, except that a single special charge shall be imposed on parcels within the District which are zoned and used for agricultural purposes and held in common ownership.

EXPENDITURES
%00.0   ----ST S  OC LATIPAC     .I

II.    COST OF OPERATIONS
a)  General Government

%00.0 -           $ 000,5      $ 000,5        $ 918,3      $seilppuS eciffO
%00.0 -000,2000876,1seitilitU/tneR

Wag - --se
%00.0   -000,5000,5531,4ecnarusnI
%29.76   003,2003,1573,2gnitnirP

Professional Fees
%00.0   - 006006006gnitnuoccA

Consulting   1,097 0,000    5,000 
Legal 3,338 0,000 10,000

   ---*gnitnuoccA & lageL
Public %00.0   2,000 000,7000,5465,6noitamrofnI
Indianford Maintenance 7,323.00 30,000 30,000 - 0.00%

 000 27,   000,73gnireenignE
Water Level Proceedings
Shoreline Restoration

%00.0 - 00700752rehtO
Dues/Fees 466 400 400

Total General Government $ 112,147 $ 164,000 $ 140,000 $ (24,000) -14.63%

%00.0----ytefaS cilbuP  )b
c)   Public W %00.0   - -- -skro

%00.0   -- - -secivreS namuH & htlaeH  )d
%00.0   -   -   -   -noitacudE ,noitaerceR ,erutluC  )e

f ) Conservation and Development                                                 -                                    -                                  -                                -                    0.00% 
%00.0   - -  -   -gnicivreS tbeD  )g
%00.0   -   -   -  -sesU gnicnaniF rehtO  )h

T  000,461 $ 741,211 $SERUTIDNEPXE LATO $ 140,000 $ (24,000) -14.63%

   dnuFdnuFlatnemnrevoG llA
 ecnalaB dnuFecnalaByrateirporP dna

Fun 8002/13/21serutidnepxE seuneveRrefsnarT8002/1/1denibmoC sd

   -            $-            $ -           $ -            $  -           $dnuF lareneG
Indianford Dam Fund (Nonlapsible) 259,974 - 09,238 - 377,130 

 031,773  $ -            $832,90    $ -            $ 479,952  $latoT
* Legal & Accounting has been separated for the 2009 Budget

1999 $25.00

2000 $25.00 

2001 $25.00

2002 $35.00

2003 $25.00

2004 $45.00

2005 $50.00

2006 $100.00

2007 $45.00
2008 $41.00
2009 $35.00

All district resident electors who are U.S. citizens, 
18 years of age or older.
This includes resident property owners, renters, children 18 years and older whose 
residence is in the District, but not campers to the extent their
permanent residence is not within the District. Ownership of more than one parcel 
does not entitle a property owner to more than one vote. 
One eligible voter = one vote.
Non-resident property owners.
This includes a person whose name appears on the tax roll, as well as a person who 
owns title to property even though the person’s name doesn’t appear on the tax 
roll. However, it is up to the would-be voter to produce evidence to the District that 
they are an owner of property or designated representative of an organizational 
property owner (i.e. trust, foundation, corporation or other organization), such as a 
letter on organization letterhead that clearly authorizes that person to vote on 
behalf of the organization.
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Board Proposes $35 per parcel Special Charge
    For the third consecutive year, the RKLD Board of Commissioners is recommending a reduction in the special charge that appears on every property tax bill.

RKLD_NewsletterR.qxd:Layout 1  7/13/09  1:14 PM  Page 2


