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JANESVILLE — The Rock County Board will consider an ordinance that would
set a countywide standard on water levels f or slow/no-wake along the Rock
River.

The board's public saf ety and justice committee on Monday f orwarded an
ordinance to the f ull county board that would set slow/no-wake at a gauge
height of  7½ f eet f or parts of  the Rock River north of  the Indianf ord dam,
and at a gauge height of  6½ f eet f or parts south of  the dam.

Measurements would come f rom two United States Geological Survey gauges
on the river at Newville and Af ton.

It 's not clear when the board could take up the committee's recommendation,
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Photo by Bill Olmsted
The Indianford Dam on the Rock
River helps control water depths in
Lake Koshkonong.
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It 's not clear when the board could take up the committee's recommendation,
but the board would have to hold a public hearing on the ordinance bef ore
approving it.

The committee's recommendation came af ter about 40 residents spoke at a
meeting Sept. 19, during which the committee discussed new slow/no-wake
standards.

Most who spoke were residents opposed to a petit ion by the Rock-
Koshkonong Lake District asking the county to raise slow/no-wake standards
on the river to a unif orm gauge height of  9 f eet.

The county was considering the lake district request, but residents at last
month's meeting argued that raising the height to 9 f eet would lead to high-
water boat traf f ic—causing shoreline erosion and damage to piers and
seawalls.

The residents, many of  whom live along the river north of  the Indianf ord dam,
urged the committee to set the standard at 7 1/2 f eet, at least in the north
part of  the county.

Committee Chairman Ivan Collins said the committee took the residents'
concerns to heart.

"They're property owners on the river itself . They f elt that damage would be
done to their property," he said. "If  we put in some kind of  an ordinance and
their property is damaged, what have we done to them?"
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Rock County -  Proposed slow/no
wake
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Rock County Board hears ... (10)
By GINA DUWE 01/27/12

Rock County Board sets ...
By NEIL JOHNSON 01/13/12

Collins said some committee members took boat rides last week to survey
low-lying areas along the river, particularly in the north part of  the county.

"We got a better idea of  the lay of  the land," he said. "There are several
residents there you can see where damage would occur to their property."

Rock County townships and municipalit ies now request slow/no-wake orders
and the Rock County Sherif f 's Of f ice enf orces them.

In the north end of  the county, some townships—including the town of  Fulton
—have their own ordinances that set slow/no-wake at 7½ f eet. For them, the
committee's Monday recommendation would extend the status quo.

But the status quo is a problem f or the Rock-Koshkonong Lake District, which
overlaps the town of  Fulton geographically.

Lake district of f icials say studies show the townships' standard of  7 1/2 f eet
has put the river under slow/no-wake orders f or about a third of  each boating
season f or the last eight years.

Also, a standard of  7 1/2 f eet would make it dif f icult f or the lake district to
use the Indianf ord dam to raise water levels at Lake Koshkonong—a plan by
the district that f or years has been locked in a court battle against the
Wisconsin Department of  Natural Resources.

Under that plan, the district during low-water periods would use the dam to
raise lake levels 7.2 inches above DNR limits to a gauge height of  7 f eet. But
if  the county set a slow/no-wake standard at 7 1/2 f eet, it would give the
district just a six- inch buf f er whenever it used the dam to raise lake levels.

"Mother Nature rains on us six inches, and you're limiting boat navigation at
that point," said lake district Chairman Brian Christianson.

related STORIES

1. Beloit City Council OKs
casino

2. Family uses first-hand
experience to educate
about feeding tubes

3. Rotary Gardens tabs
Fanning-Penny executive
director

4. Man dies after Olde Towne
Mall incident

5. New bakery rising in
Janesville

» Mo re mo st  emailed
st o ries

POPULAR DISCUSSIONS

1. Voter ID law out, for now
2. Rotary Gardens tabs

Fanning-Penny executive
director

3. Romney, Santorum share
Super Tuesday momentum

4. Crime rates hold steady in
Janesville

5. Tavern league, Halbach
take case to Supreme Court

» Mo re po pular
discussio ns

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

T ODAY'S SPECIAL OFFERS

Buy on, get one 
Carpet One

view FRONT  PAGE

 PDFmyURL.com

http://gazettextra.com/news/2012/jan/27/rock-county-board-hears-casino-plan/
http://gazettextra.com/staff/gina-duwe/
http://gazettextra.com/news/2012/jan/13/rock-county-board-sets-countywide-slowno-wake-leve/
http://gazettextra.com/staff/neil-johnson/
http://gazettextra.com/news/2012/mar/06/beloit-city-council-oks-casino/
http://gazettextra.com/news/2012/mar/07/family-uses-first-hand-experience-educate-about-fe/
http://gazettextra.com/news/2012/mar/07/rotary-gardens-tabs-fanning-penny-executive-direct/
http://gazettextra.com/news/2012/mar/07/man-dies-after-olde-towne-mall-incident/
http://gazettextra.com/news/2012/mar/05/new-bakery-rising-janesville/
http://gazettextra.com/mostemailed/
http://gazettextra.com/news/2012/mar/07/voter-id-law-out-now/
http://gazettextra.com/news/2012/mar/07/rotary-gardens-tabs-fanning-penny-executive-direct/
http://gazettextra.com/news/2012/mar/07/romney-santorum-share-super-tuesday-momentum/
http://gazettextra.com/news/2012/mar/02/crime-rates-hold-steady-janesville/
http://gazettextra.com/news/2012/mar/06/tavern-league-halbach-take-case-supreme-court/
http://gazettextra.com/populardiscussions/
http://www.gazetteextra.com/hotdeals/
794017.pdf
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


reader COMMENT S Click here t o  view reader co mment s (5)

Rock County Board votes ... (3)
By CATHERINE IDZERDA 01/13/12

Rock County, unions work ... (7)
By CATHERINE IDZERDA 01/12/12

Few seek Rock County ... (17)
By CATHERINE IDZERDA 01/10/12

Rock County supervisors discuss ... (2)
By CATHERINE IDZERDA 12/14/11

Rock County Board to  ...
By GAZETTE STAFF 12/14/11

Rock County drafts changes ...
By ANN MARIE AMES 04/26/11

Before you post a comment, consider this:

No t e: GazetteXtra.com does not condone or review every comment. Read more in our User Po licy Agreement

Keep it  clean. Comments that are obscene, vulgar or sexually oriented will be removed. Creative spelling o f such
terms or implied use o f such language is banned, also .
Do n't  t hreat en t o  hurt  o r kill anyo ne.
Be nice. No racism, sexism or any o ther sort o f - ism that degrades another person.
Harassing co mment s. If you are the subject o f a harassing comment or personal attack by another user, do not
respond in-kind.  Hit the "Suggest Removal" button on o ffensive comments.
Share what  yo u kno w. Give us your eyewitness accounts, background, observations and history.
Do  no t  libel anyo ne. Libel is writing something false about someone that damages that person's reputation.
Ask quest io ns.  What more do you want to  know about the story?
St ay f o cused. Keep on the story's topic.
Help us get  it  right . If you spot a factual error or misspelling, email newsroom@gazettextra.com or call 1-800-
362-6712.
Remember, t his is o ur sit e . We set the rules, and we reserve the right to  remove any comments that we deem
inappropriate.

Post  Comment

Commenting requires registration.

Username: 

Password:  (Forgotten your password?)

Comment:

» Start  a subscript ion to  the
Gaz e t te

» Subscribe r Se rvice s
» Vie w the  E-Edit ionBet t er wat er f ro m Air

EcoloBlue 30 AWG makes 8 Gal/day 12
Stage filtration system.
www.Eco lo Blue .co m

Public Reco rds-Lo o k Free
Search Public & Vital Records! Instant-
Secure-Accurate-Search Free
Inte lius.co m/Pub licRe co rd s

 PDFmyURL.com

http://gazettextra.com/news/2012/jan/13/rock-county-board-votes-against-referendum/
http://gazettextra.com/staff/catherine-idzerda/
http://gazettextra.com/news/2012/jan/12/rock-county-unions-work-out-contract-changes/
http://gazettextra.com/staff/catherine-idzerda/
http://gazettextra.com/news/2012/jan/10/running-countywithout-much-opposition/
http://gazettextra.com/staff/catherine-idzerda/
http://gazettextra.com/news/2011/dec/14/rock-county-supervisors-discuss-validity-value-col/
http://gazettextra.com/staff/catherine-idzerda/
http://gazettextra.com/news/2011/dec/14/rock-county-board-host-public-hearing-slowno-wake/
http://gazettextra.com/news/2011/apr/26/rock-county-drafts-changes-voting-map/
http://gazettextra.com/staff/ann-marie-ames/
http://gazettextra.com/UserPolicy/
http://gazettextra.com/accounts/register/
http://gazettextra.com/accounts/password_reset/
http://gazettextra.com/frontpage/
https://iservices.gazetteextra.com/cgi-bin/cmo_cmo.sh/custservice/web/addrfind.html?stateInfo=lUEaekOkNdaclnYv1854|9&closebutton=yes
http://gazettextra.com/iservices/
http://gazettextra.com/e-edition/
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


Preview comment

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

 

Search: GO

 

» E-Edition
» Subscriber

Services
Online

Ne ws:
Opinion:
Sports:
Mult ime dia:
Community:
Blogs
Se rvice s:
 

Staff Directory  | Contact Us  | Privacy Policy | Legal Notices | Subscriber Services  | Site Help | Site Map | RSS

Latest News  | Local | State | Nation/World | Crime | Public Record | Money | Special Sections | Entertainment
Blogs | Columns | Political Cartoons | Polls
Preps | Jets | Packers | Brewers | Bucks | Badgers | Golf | Motorsports | National | Other
Photos | Photo Galleries | Podcasts | Videos | Slide Shows | Maps | Photo Reprints
Births | Couples | Obituaries | Death Notices
Blog List | Latest Blog Entries
Subscribe | Advertising | Customer Care  | Newspaper In Education  | Tearsheets | E-Edition | Photo Reprints
Reader Rewards  | Retail Locations

Co p yrig ht © 20 0 7 Bliss Co mmunicatio ns Inc. All rig hts re se rve d . Use  o f this  mate rial and  this  s ite  are  sub je ct to  the  Gaze tte Extra Te rms
o f Use  and  Privacy Po licy. Co nte nt may no t b e  p ub lishe d , b ro ad cast, re -d istrib ute d  o r re -writte n.

 PDFmyURL.com

http://gazettextra.com/e-edition/
http://gazettextra.com/iservices/
http://gazettextra.com/staff/
http://gazettextra.com/staff/departments/
http://gazettextra.com/privacypolicy/
https://wisconsin.arcasearch.com/us/wi/?paper=uswi100
http://gazettextra.com/iservices/
http://gazettextra.com/help/
http://gazettextra.com/sitemap/
http://gazettextra.com/rss/
http://gazettextra.com/
http://gazettextra.com/news/local/
http://gazettextra.com/news/state/
http://gazettextra.com/news/national/
http://gazettextra.com/news/crime/
http://gazettextra.com/news/crime/public-record
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/fronts/MONEY_COMPLETE?SITE=WIJAN&SECTION=MONEY_COMPLETE
http://gazettextra.com/news/specialsections/
http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/fronts/ENTERTAINMENT?SITE=WIJAN&SECTION=ENTERTAINMENT
http://gazettextra.com/weblogs/
http://gazettextra.com/news/columns/
http://gazettextra.com/opinion/politicalcartoons/
http://gazettextra.com/polls/
http://gazettextra.com/news/sports/preps/
http://gazettextra.com/news/sports/jets/
http://gazettextra.com/news/sports/packers/
http://gazettextra.com/news/sports/brewers/
http://gazettextra.com/news/sports/bucks/
http://gazettextra.com/news/sports/badgers/
http://gazettextra.com/news/sports/golf/
http://gazettextra.com/news/sports/motorsports/
http://gazettextra.com/news/sports/national/
http://gazettextra.com/news/sports/other/
http://gazettextra.com/photos/
http://gazettextra.com/photos/galleries/
http://gazettextra.com/podcasts/
http://gazettextra.com/media/videos/
http://gazettextra.com/slideshows/
http://gazettextra.com/maps/special/
http://gazettextra.com/reprints/
http://gazettextra.com/births/
http://gazettextra.com/couples/2012/Mar
http://gazettextra.com/obits/
http://gazettextra.com/news/deathnotices/
http://gazettextra.com/bloglist/
http://gazettextra.com/latestentries/
https://iservices.gazetteextra.com/cgi-bin/cmo_cmo.sh/custservice/web/addrfind.html?stateInfo=lUEaekOkNdaclnYv1854|9&closebutton=yes
http://gazettextra.com/staff/departments/gazette-advertising/
http://gazettextra.com/staff/departments/gazette-customer-care/
http://gazettextra.com/nie/
http://www.gazetteextra.com/tearsheets/
http://gazettextra.com/e-edition/
http://gazettextra.com/reprints/
http://gazettextra.com/reader_rewards/
http://gazettextra.com/RetailLocations/
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01

