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Lake Koshkonong vacationers have a blast, boost local
economy
By NEIL JOHNSON ( Contact ) Friday, June 17, 2011
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MILTTON —I MikeSHaskeE clanged
a ringer
and
strolled
over to the sand pit to
retrieve it.

T he Schaumburg, Ill., native was pitching horseshoes by himself on a
Saturday af ternoon at Lakeland Camping Resort on Lake Koshkonong. A
passing vacationer razzed him f or playing alone.
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"Well, you gotta' stay sharp, don't you?" said Haske, his Chicago accent as
thick as the muggy, 90-degree air.
NEWS CALENDAR

For the last 11 years, Haske has spent big chunks of his summers at the 200acre private campground on Highway 59 near Newville. Like many of
Lakeland's 1,500 summer residents, Haske owns a residence there—a plush
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Lakeland's 1,500 summer residents, Haske owns a residence there—a plush
park model trailer he thinks of as a second home.
"It's got everything. Two stories—I got a lof t in it, and all that," he said.
As Haske tossed horseshoes, the smell of charcoal and seared steak drif ted
f rom a cookout a half block away. Golf carts zipped by on the street past
three wet-haired boys languishing under a huge cottonwood tree.
Beyond the guard shack at Lakeland's entrance, pickup trucks hauling boats
along Highway 59 passed the gas stations and taverns at Newville, where
heavy spenders swarmed like shadf lies in Hawaiian shirts.
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From the busy Interstate 90/39 overpass, the af ternoon sun dazzled Lake
Koshkonong. Powerboats roared across the water.
T he vacationers are back. T hey're spending money and loving every minute of
it.
According to the Wisconsin Department of Tourism, Rock County was ranked
12th in the state in tourism spending, with estimated revenues last year at
$217 million.

Photo by Dan Lassiter
A group from Rockford, Ill., cools off
on flotation devices on Lake
Koshkonong near the Lakeland
Camping Resort beach area in
Milton. Tourists brought an estimated
$217 million in revenues to Rock
County last year.

T he Janesville Area Convention and Visitors Bureau reports a total of 1,500
campsites around Lake Koshkonong. Milton Town Clerk Sandy Kunkel said
municipalities estimate that when summer vacationers are at the lake, the
local population doubles.
For the local economy, the impact is obvious.
Potato salad and credit cards
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On a recent Saturday, lines f ive customers deep clogged f our checkout lanes
at Edgerton Piggly Wiggly.
Jenny Nunn, of f ice manager at the store, said there's just one way to
describe the supermarket when Koshkonong weekenders descend.
"It's nuts. It starts up on T hursday and doesn't slow down until Sunday," she
said.
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On an average summer weekend, the store's sales double, Nunn said. Around
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People gather for the appetiz er
course of a progressive dinner at
Lakeland Camping Resort in Milton.
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the Fourth of July, they triple.
T he vacationers' major staples, predictably, are beer, meat and f resh produce.
Other hot ticket items: potato salad—gallons of it—plus, box af ter box of
f ried chicken and "at least 40 bags of charcoal a weekend, easily," one store
manager said.
T here's an easy way to spot a Koshkonong vacationer, said Nunn: Whether
they're stocking up on everything or just grabbing a f ew bags of ice, about 75
percent pay with credit or debit cards. No cash.

Photo by Dan Lassiter
Golf carts are a favorite method of
transportation at Lakeland Camping
Resort in Milton.
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Edgerton Deegan Hardware owner Don Deegan said the cool weather this
year has slowed his f aithf ul vacationer inf lux—hundreds of Koshkonongers
de-winterizing and tuning the plumbing in their campers and trailers. He's glad
the weather's f inally warmed up.
"It's good to see the vacation f amilies again. Some have come in here f or
years, and they're like locals to us. We'd be hurting without them f or sure,"
Deegan said.

1. Crime rates hold steady in
Janesville
2. Voter ID law out, for now
3. Romney, Santorum share
Super Tuesday momentum
4. Tavern league, Halbach
take case to Supreme Court
5. Rotary Gardens tabs
Fanning- Penny executive
director

» Mo re po pular
discussio ns

A

D

V

E

R

T

T ODAY'S SPECIAL OFFERS
Buy on, get one
Carpet One

vie w FRONT PAGE

Across the street, Sid Bhatti, owner of Sid's Tire, Auto and Muf f ler, serves a
niche market: Chicago vacationers who need a propane f ill, a tire change and
a box of wax worms all in one stop.
"Mom and pop businesses of f er these people something quaint they don't
always get. It's small town service. For them, it is part of the whole
experience," Bhatti said. "Plus, gas is cheaper here than in Chicago."
Repeat customers
Christine Rebout, executive director of the Janesville Area Convention
Bureau, said state traf f ic studies show that on an average Saturday in the
summer, 60,000 cars pass Newville at I-90/39. T housands get of f and stay at
Lake Koshkonong.
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Rebout said even though those vacationers are tucked away in a corner of
the county, they're vital to area stores, chain restaurants, f estivals and even
churches.
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T hat's not to mention the scores of taverns that ring Lake Koshkonong.
Places such as the Lakef ront Bar in rural Milton become veritable summer
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Photo by Dan Lassiter
Eric and Katelyn Hampton, 5, of
Lindenhurst, Ill., play on the beach at
Lakeland Camping Resort in Milton.

communes f or vacationers and locals alike.
T he Lakef ront is connected to Pettit's Lakeview Campground of f Highway 59.
T he place has a visitor's pier, a small lakef ront veranda and a jumping house
f or the kids.

All weekend, vacationers and locals alike pour through the little bar's screen doors f or karaoke or to rock out
to local bands. T he crowds of ten kill out the beer and soda inventory in the bar's 10-by-30-f oot cooler,
bartender Dee T hompson said.
Some weekenders, such as Mitch and Janet Gora of suburban Elk Grove Village, Ill., have sentimental ties to
their lake haunts. T heir son John Rupar met his wif e, Daleena, a local resident, during a night out at the lake
area tavern Snuf f y's Still.
In June 2009, John and Daleena got married on the beach at Lake Koshkonong.
"People pulled over on their boats to watch," said Mitch, who is a state highway worker in Illinois. "When the
guy said, ‘Kiss the bride,' they all started blowing their boat horns. It was pretty wild."
Af terward, the Goras held a tent reception f or 250 guests at their trailer at Lakeland resort. It had a bar and
dinner by a Janesville caterer.
Koshkonong weekenders continue to spend even as they're heading home. T here's always the last gas
station stop—or f or some, the Sunday meat raf f le at the Lakef ront Bar. For the uninitiated, here's how it
works: You pay f or a number, a bartender spins a wheel mounted on the tavern wall, and winners take home
coolers f ull of steaks and chops the campground owner buys at local supermarkets.
Dee T hompson said some campers tough out a rainy weekend just f or the raf f le. If they miss it, there's
always next weekend.
"It's like a big grand f inale f or the weekend," she said.
What are they buying?
On a typical summer weekend near Lake Koshkonong, the local population can double as vacationers f lood
the lake, campgrounds and area businesses.
Here's a glimpse at the economic impact of all those extra people—and how Lake Koshkonong-area
businesses made out on one recent Saturday:
-- 6 pontoon boat rentals, $300 f or a f ull day—Anchor Inn, Newville.
PDFmyURL.com

-- 50 pairs of f lip-f lop sandals—Family Dollar, Edgerton.
-- $800 in lottery tickets (average weekday sales are $150)—Piggly Wiggly, Edgerton.
-- 503 pounds of cheese curds, $7.99 a bag—Wisconsin Cheese and Wine Chalet, Newville.
-- 20 propane ref ills, a tire repair and "a lot" of wax worms—Sid's Tire, Auto and Muf f ler, Edgerton.
-- 300 custards, 300 hamburgers—Culver's of Newville.
related ST ORIES
Milto n splash park plans ...
By NEIL JOHNSON 0 3/0 7/12

Milto n lo o king to lure ... (4 )
By NEIL JOHNSON 0 3/0 1/12

Gift ensures Cro ssridge YMCA ... (3)
By JIM LEUTE 0 2/19 /12

State and lo cal o fficials ... (6 5 )
By NEIL JOHNSON 0 2/18 /12

Milto n Area Yo uth Center ... (12)
By NEIL JOHNSON 0 2/16 /12

Milto n wo man ho pes sticky ... (12)
By FRANK SCHULTZ 0 2/0 1/12

Antiques appraisal serves as ... (3)
By NEIL JOHNSON 0 1/31/12

Milto n Scho o l District co uld ... (6 )
By NEIL JOHNSON 0 1/28 /12

re ade r COMMENT S

Lake Mart in Re al Est at e

20 " o f Ne w Sno w

12 Communities w/Lake Access Land. Get
a Free Lake Living Area Guide!

Hurry to Minocqua for the best trails of
the seasons

www.rus s e llland s o nlake martin.c o m

www.mino c q ua.o rg

Click he re t o vie w re ade r co m m e nt s

(13)

Before you post a comment, consider this:
No t e : GazetteXtra.co m do es no t co ndo ne o r review every co mment. Read mo re in o ur User Po licy Agreement
Ke e p it cle an. Co mments that are o bscene, vulgar o r sexually o riented will be remo ved. Creative spelling o f such
terms o r implied use o f such language is banned, also .
Do n't t hre at e n t o hurt o r kill anyo ne .
Be nice . No racism, sexism o r any o ther so rt o f -ism that degrades ano ther perso n.
Harassing co m m e nt s. If yo u are the subject o f a harassing co mment o r perso nal attack by ano ther user, do no t
respo nd in-kind. Hit the "Suggest Remo val" butto n o n o ffensive co mments.
Share what yo u kno w. Give us yo ur eyewitness acco unts, backgro und, o bservatio ns and histo ry.
Do no t libe l anyo ne . Libel is writing so mething false abo ut so meo ne that damages that perso n's reputatio n.
Ask que st io ns. What mo re do yo u want to kno w abo ut the sto ry?
St ay f o cuse d. Keep o n the sto ry's to pic.
He lp us ge t it right . If yo u spo t a factual erro r o r misspelling, email newsro o m@gazettextra.co m o r call 1-8 0 0 PDFmyURL.com

36 2-6 712.
Re m e m be r, t his is o ur sit e . We set the rules, and we reserve the right to remo ve any co mments that we deem
inappro priate.

Post Comment
Co mmenting requires registratio n.
Username:
Passwo rd:

(Fo rgo tten yo ur passwo rd? )

Co mment:

Preview comment

A

D

V

E

R

T

I

S

Rv Parks And Campgrounds Let our free video on RV travel give you reasons to hit the road!

E

RV Park Campgrounds Free RV Park Campgrounds Guide Find Over 17,000 Quality Locations.

GO

» E-Edition
» Subscriber

E

N

T

G o RVing .c o m

Tent & RV Camping Deals Great Campsites Near Water Sports, Horseback Riding, Fishing & More!

Search:

M

www.wvwe e ke nd s .c o m

Ultimate RVCamp ing .c o m

Staff Directory | Contact Us | Privacy Policy | Legal Notices | Subscriber Services | Site Help | Site Map | RSS
N e ws:

Latest News | Local | State | Nation/World | Crime | Public Record | Money | Special Sections | Entertainment

O p inio n:

Blogs | Columns | Political Cartoons | Polls

Sp o rt s:

Preps | Jets | Packers | Brewers | Bucks | Badgers | Golf | Motorsports | National | Other

PDFmyURL.com

Services
Online

Sp o rt s:

Preps | Jets | Packers | Brewers | Bucks | Badgers | Golf | Motorsports | National | Other

Mult ime d ia:

Photos | Photo Galleries | Podcasts | Videos | Slide Shows | Maps | Photo Reprints

C o mmunit y:

Births | Couples | Obituaries | Death Notices

B lo g s

Blog List | Latest Blog Entries

Se rvice s:

Subscribe | Advertising | Customer Care | Newspaper In Education | Tearsheets | E- Edition | Photo Reprints
Reader Rewards | Retail Locations

Co p yrig ht © 20 0 7 Blis s Co mmunic atio ns Inc . All rig hts re s e rve d . Us e o f this mate rial and this s ite are s ub je c t to the G az e tte Extra Te rms
o f Us e and Privac y Po lic y. Co nte nt may no t b e p ub lis he d , b ro ad c as t, re -d is trib ute d o r re -writte n.

PDFmyURL.com

