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RockKoshkonong Lake District board rebuffs Rock
County appointee
Posted: Wednesday, December 9, 2015 10:59 am
INDIANFORD (AP) — Jus
tin Shultz said he intends to serve on the RockKoshkonong Lake District
Board whether the board chairman wants him or not.
After the Rock County Board of Supervisors appointed Shultz to the lake district board, Chairman
Brian Christianson said he wouldn’t accept him.
“I am having our legal team draft letters to Rock County indicating the reasons for this, which I will
not get into here, but I suspect, being a smart guy, you can deduce for yourself,” Christian wrote in an
email to Shultz, an attorney and land conservationist.
State statutes allow county boards to appoint people to serve on lake district boards, Shultz said.
The Janesville Gazette reported that he quarrel is tied to the district’s longstanding legal feud with the
state Department of Natural Resources over Lake Koshkonong’s water level. The district wants to
raise it 7.2 inches in the summer to support boating and water recreation, but some private property
owners and hunters would like it to remain at its current level to maintain wetlands, wildlife and
shorelines.
The state Supreme Court has ordered the DNR to consider the economic impacts of raising the lake
level before making its final decision. Department officials are considering hundreds of public
comments they received this year, many of which support raising the water level.
Shultz wrote to the department in opposition of raising the lake level. He has different priorities than
most lake district board members, but that shouldn’t be an issue, he said.
“Nothing in the law says that the county representative has to agree with the chairman of the lake
district politically and serve with his blessing,” he wrote in an email to The Gazette.
Until Shultz was appointed to replace Rock County Board Supervisor Mary Mawhinney as the
county board’s representative on the lake district board. About two years ago, lake district board
meetings were changed to Thursday nights, which overlaps with county board meetings, Rock
County Board Chairman Russ Podzilni said.
Shultz learned about Mawhinney’s scheduling conflict and went to the lake district’s website, where
he learned the damage increasing the water level could do, he said.
“I thought, ‘I need to get involved here,’” Shultz said. “It’s not just about boating and recreation. It’s
about people’s private property rights.”
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He contacted Podzilni, who brought him in for an interview. Podzilni noted Shultz’s credentials and
recommended to the land conservation committee they approve him to serve on the lake district
board. The committee and county board unanimously approved Shultz.
“I don’t have a dog in this race,” Podzilni said. “I just wanted somebody who could go to these
meetings, someone who understood land conservation ... and would report back to the county board
on the activities of the RockKoshkonong Lake District. Not everyone should be running around
yelling, ‘Raise the lake level 7 inches!’”
The county line ends at the mouth of Lake Koshkonong, but the county doesn’t want to see shoreline
erosion on the Rock River, he said.
It would be preferable to have a county board member on the lake district board, but the overlap of
meetings makes that a challenge, which is one reason why Podzilni recommended Shultz, Podzilni
said.
After being appointed, Shultz sent an email to lake district board members introducing himself.
Christianson emailed back asking if Shultz owned lake property or was related to the Shearers.
Shultz’s great uncle Charles Shearer was party to a lawsuit in the mid1980s that sought to keep lake
levels down when the Department of Natural Resources was trying to raise them.
“I was a little boy. I was born in ’85. I wasn’t really involved in that,” Shultz said.
Shearer was fighting then for the same thing Shultz is interested in now: property rights.
Shultz doesn’t own lakefront property, but his family does, including wetlands. Shultz is concerned
private wetlands would be lost if lake levels are raised, he said.
Shultz didn’t answer Christianson’s questions in the email exchange but offered to meet Christianson
in person. Christianson informed Shultz he wouldn’t be accepted to the lake district board.
“I was hoping you would be honest and transparent, answering a simple question. Instead, you chose
obfuscation,” Christianson wrote.
Shultz then revealed he was indeed related to the Shearers and had no intention of hiding anything.
“My genealogy is irrelevant to my competence to serve,” he wrote. “I have a genuine desire and
capacity to serve in the post I have been appointed and shall serve with care and interest to the best of
my abilities and with good judgment.
“I will not be intimidated, because surely intimidation is the best word to describe the tone of your
emails to me in this exchange,” Shultz wrote.
This is the first time in the lake district’s 16year history that the county board has appointed
someone who isn’t a county board member, Christianson wrote in an email to The Gazette.
http://www.dailyunion.com/news/article_2a8090d09e9611e5a5434b5c9a466a2c.html?mode=print

2/3

12/10/2015

RockKoshkonong Lake District board rebuffs Rock County appointee  Daily Jefferson County Union: News

“But our deeper concern is the connection Justin has to Buck Sweeney, ... the attorney representing
parties in our litigation with DNR over water level orders,” he wrote.
Sweeney represents local clubs that don’t want to see the water level raised. He also is involved in
the Lake Koshkonong Wetland Association, which includes Shultz’s family.
“A number of sitting board members are tied to business interests and affiliations that stand to gain
from higher water, (and) it does not prevent them from serving,” Shultz wrote in an email to The
Gazette.
Christianson didn’t return requests for further comment.
“There’s a group of people on this lake ... but they don’t have a representative on that board,” he said.
“What’s a government body without a discussion?”
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