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LAKE DISTRICT

regulations on how it is to be
operated. In the regulations. 1t
states that every day the wicket
gates. which are the gates in
front of the powerhouse. are w
be cleaned of trash. trees. brush
... everything. There was a man
... who was domg 1. He had a
rake on a 12-foot pole and when
[it was] cleaned out [recently by
a contracted business] ... they
took 10 quad-axies of debns out
from the froat because | was
complaining the water would
never go down. You couldn’t
get rid of the no-wake,”

For much of this vear, slow
no-wake has been imposed on
the stretch of the Rock River
running from Newvilic south
Indianford. When the designa-
tion 35 imposed because of the
high water levels. Wellenkotter
said it takes a boat nearly 90
minutes o travel from the
mouth of Lake Koshkonong to
the dam at Indinford,

“When we finally got the
DNR to push Brian Christian-
son [chairman of the Rock
Koshkonong Lake District] to
remove the debns m front of the
wicket gates, at 4 o’clock in the
afternoon, the wicket gares were
opened and  dropped  Lake
Koshkonong eight-tenths of one
foot until 7 a.m. the next mom-
mg.” Wellenkotter said. “That’s
how much water these two
wicket gates let through ... they
let  one-fourth more  water
through than the six flood gates.
ihit's how big they are ... tha
side 0f the nver 1s 12 foet deep
Decause that’s the side they wsed
to generate power through the
power house, so there’s more
water that goes through there.™

Wellenkotter also said that
when the former dam operator
resigned I8 months ago, be did
s0 because, “all the Jeaves and
debris were building up from
the bottom and he needed an air
compressor ... or at least some-
thing besades a rake on a 12-foot
pole. He couldn’t clean it out,
He ... did what the DNR repu-
lations said ... he cleqned the
wicket gates every single day
... five or six years he did it.”

The contention by
Wellenkotter is that because the
wicket gates and trash racks
haven’t been cleaned on 2 con-
sistent basis, high water condi-
tions behind the dam have
required the county to impose
the slow no wake designation
... & destgnation, he said, s
hurting the cconomy of the area.

“What happens now is that
the wicket gates are plugged
again,” Wellenkotter said. ~1

- take a long

tolé Rob Davis of the DNR two
weeks ago that [ was going to
take pictures every single day
and document that they're not
being cleaned. What happens is
the floating debns n front of
these wicket gates ... ends up
getting waterlogged and then 1t
goes under the water level and
it plugs from the bottom up,
Now they're over 50 percent
plugged ...

“Without these wicket gates
bemg opened and  cleaned,
we've been under a no-wake
since February ail the way until
two weeks in June. Memorial
Day weckend there was onc
hoat that came dewn to Indian-
ford over the three days. The
nusinesses down there - Off the
Hook, Showboat ... they getno
river husiness, Nobody wants to
spend that much time o come
and do nothing ™

Davis understands
Wellenkotter’s frustrations, bul
also takes issue with his accusa.
lons.

“If Georze [Wellenkotter] is
saying debris in the mash racks
is causing & no-wake ... the
truth is the extremely high flows
is what's causing the no-wake.”
Davis smd. “It’s the high
amount of rain. The dam’s been
lully open since last September

. mayhe longer. It's just the
extreme gh flow and the Rock
River is extremely [lat. Thisisa
huge drainage area with a huge
amount  of water  flowing
through it These high flows
nme to get through,™

While both Wellenkotier and
Davis agree that the debris
building up near the trash racks
and wicket gatcs are an issue
that needs fixing, Wellenkotter
contends the lake district offi-
cials have been dragging their
feet. while the DNR hasn’t done
enough to provide motivation to
get the repairs implemented.

For mstance, Wellenkotter
sid the state agency could use
fines against the lake district to
mcourage @ regular routing for
cleaning out the trash racks,

Davis said the agency has
the authority to fine, but that in
his 10 vears on the job, be has
never done so,

“Here's bow it goes down,”
Davis said about the current sit-
vation. “George calls me and
says, "Rob, they haven’t been
¢leaming the trash racks.” And 1
sav, "OK. let me check on 1t for
you." So, I reach out to the lake
district and [ say, “will you
please erther confirm they are
cleaned or clean them?” Basi-
cally | pass along the complaint






If you go...

Annual meeting of
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Progrom storts o1 9 o.m.

and then they either get their
guy out there to clean them if
they haven’t been cleaned that
day, or they confirm they've
been cleaned.

“Yes. we have the authority
to fine the lake district, 1if they
weren't cleaning it. 1£71 would
reach out to them and say that
there 1s a complaint the trash
rucks are not being cleaned and
they would say. “take a hike.”
yeah, absolutely we have au-
thority 1o give them a citation.
But they’ve been cooperative,
We certainly have someone like
George who lives in the area
and informs us, Butl we've got
stafl in the area, we've got wir-
dens that dnve by - these people
are passing pictures glong to me

Wellenkamer: didn™t agree
with Davis’s assessment.

“IF T was caught taking too
many fish or for a hunting vio-
lation, I would get fined imme-
diately,”  Wellenkotter  said.
“They know what's going on
here, yet there are no citations
issued. They are impacting hun-
dreds of landowners - there are
over 100 landowners on the
nver from Newville to Indian-
ford.”

Chnstianson told The Re-
porter in 2 voicemail received
this past weekend that the dis-
trict board was not going to pro-
vide a statement about the 1s5ue
prier 1o the annual meeting.

“We'ne nol going o do any-
thing with the mediz ahead of
this Saturday’s annual meet-
ing,"” he said,

Christianson alse went on 1o
sy, 1"m nol going 1o get into &
“he sand-she sl conversation
with people who are just ex-
pressing their opinions ... and
have no practical knowledge of
how that dam operates. I'm
going to leave 1t to the expents.™

The expert to which Chris-
tianson refers 15 Rob Mont-
gomery, PE, D.WRE. a
professor of practice at UW
Madison™s Civil and Enviren-

mental  Engimeering  Deparnt-
ment.

Montgomery will be on hand
at Saturday’s meeting to present
a full explanation of the hy-
draulic data for the Indianford
Dam and its impact on the lake
Ievel at Lake Koshkonong.

In his article last week,
Christianson wrote: “Because
the spillway at the Indianford
Dam 15 lower than the elevation
of Lake Koshkonong, the lake
and Rock River is always in a
state of discharge, even when all
gates are fully closed. Mother
Nature’s rain and snow s to
blame for high water. Rob
[Montgomery] will explain how
the dam can only slow down the
draining of the lake when dry
and drought conditions hit the
arca, usually during July and
August.”

However. Wellenkotter s
more concerned with the here
and now and the impact on the
arci residents being caused by
the current high water levels.

“1 told the DNR that 1 don’t
mind giving somcbody 2.6
mches more water. But when
they can’t get rid of the water
we have, it puts us that much
closer 1o a no-wake every ime
it rains. Now the way 1t looks,
we're not going to be able to use
the river all of July and all of
August because of the height
right now.

“So, you're taking all the
property owners from Newville
o Indianford who have water
skis, [personal watercraft], and
pleasure boats and basically,
they can't use them. [There’s] &
huge mmpact on the cconomics
of all these people that want 1o
vacation on their propeny.

“1 just feel somebody has to
step up and bnng the other side

.. if there’s money available
and vou know there’s a problem
- let’s fix i, 've lived in Indran-
ford for 66 vears, | know how it
should operate and | just thimk
s unfair for @ property ewner
or anvone who wants recreation
to be limited ,.,"

Davis said he is hoping for
resolution to the issue,

“Whether as & DNR em-
ployee or as a person of a ¢iti-
zen, nobody wants to see ‘slow
no-wake.” You want to sce peo-
ple be able to recreate how they
choose and when vou get times
of hgh flows, which cause
higher elevations, people can™
do what they hike to do. They
can’t get out there and boat be-
cause 1 takes [@ long ime | ... 10
£o five or six miles in a boat in
a slow no-wake speed ... The
purpose of the slow no-wake is
1o proteet the shorehines and
property. It's unfortunate, but
there is a reason for 11"







