DNR denies district’s
higher water request

By Jason Francis
Reporter Stafr

A request by the Rock Kosh-

konong Lake District 10 raise Lake -

Koshkonong's summer water levels
has been denied by the Wisconsin
Department of Nagurg| Resources
(DNR).

summer target lake loval (effective
May 1 1o Oct. 31)at roughly six feer,
where it has been since 1991, In
April 2003 the lake district proposed
an inerease of 7.2 inches.

Legal challenges 1o the rulin
from the lake distrier and other lake
Eroups are f‘nnhruming, said Brian
Christianson, |ake district chairman,

Water levels on the 10,460-acre
Lake Kmhi:unnng. @ natural widen-
g of the Rock River, are controfled
by the Indianford Dam. The owner-
ship of the dam was transferred from
Rock County 1o the lake district in
December,

Ken Johnson of the DNR said his

agency had worked hard 1o complete g

Christianson eriticized the docu-
ment, saying it contained too much
unsubstantiated Opinion.

“There are g lop of Muffy words
that don't really apply to Lake
Koshkonong's ecosytem," he said.

“This is a docume
be free of opinions.”
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more difficult, reads the decision,

“Increased water leyels during the
Open water seasons will cause more
sedimentation ingo the lake from.
accelerated erosion and habitat Joss
from the destruction of riparian wel-
lands,” reads the document. ;
- Richardson said the decision is
another example how the DNR
views Lake Koshkonong a5 4
wildlife and wetlands sanctuary as
Opposed to a recreationg] lake.

The vast majority of the lake's
residents Support higher water levels,
said Jerry Richardson, lake district
treasurer,

“This is not g ‘majority rules’ sit-
uation, it’s a “DNR rules® situation, ™
he said.

In another facer of Friday's decj-
sion, the DNR agreed to increase the
winteér minimum and maximum Jey..
els of the lake (effective dates Nov, |
o April 30), but nop @5 much as
requested.

The lake district had asked that
the annual winter drawdown be elim-
inated entirely, leaving the maximum
winter level with an increase of 1,23
feet and a the minimum winter level

‘with an increase of 1.4 feet. The |
DNR granted an increase of 6 inches &

for the minimum and 2.8 inches for
the maximum, ;

The DNR decision finds that |
reducing the winger drawdown wil|:
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